MACHINERY OF ROYAL GOVERNMENT

was not the old kingdom of Carolingian origin, but the personal
domain of the Capetian family that became the framework of
French unity, just as the domain of the Hohenzollerns became the
kingdom of Prussia. The king's power over France came to him
not from his title as king, but from his domain as feudal prince.
The territory of the royal domain fluctuated between two op-
posite tendencies, being increased by annexations due to conquest,
marriage, or succession, but diminished by donations in the form
of apanages granted to younger sons. It increased very little for
two centuries, whereas the Duke of Normandy, who was also
King of England, united the heritage of three great families of the
west - Normandy, Anjou (the domain of the Plantagenets), and
Aquitaine - through his marriage with Eleanor, the divorced wife
of King Louis VII, and came thus to possess half the realm. The
royal domain saw a sudden increase at the beginning of the thir-
teenth century thanks to the conquests of Philip Augustus, who
took the domains of Normandy and Anjou from the King of
England and became powerful enough to defeat at Bouvines the
coalition between the northern princes and the Emperor Otto.
The crusade against the Albigenses, led by the feudal nobles of
northern France without the king's intervention, ended by
bringing into the royal domain the whole of the lands of the Court
of Toulouse, known as Languedoc. Before the end of the century
Philip IV brought the countship of Champagne into the domain
by marriage, so that by now the royal domain extended over the
greater part of the kingdom of France.

5 FORMATION OF THE MACHINERY OF ROYAL
GOVERNMENT

At the same time as his domain, the king was increasing his
power. Modelling himself upon Normandy, Philip Augustus
created btillis in four parts of his domain, whose function it was
to exercise the king's powers in a certain region. Similar agents
were afterwards created in the west and south, known as sinichaux
(seneschals). This is the origin of the territorial divisions known
as bailliages and sinichaussfos^ which lasted up to 1789. These
agents, chosen from among the noble knights, exercised every sort
of function in the king's name, just as the Carolingian counts Had
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